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28 has aſe tlie Divine Being, i in 1 eniancipaiion 
of our country from the yoke of civil bondage, to bleſs 
it alſo with a more extenſive and enlightened enjoyment 
of the privileges of religious liberty than ever was poſ- 
ſeſled by any Nation of equal extent, ſimilarly circum- 
ftanced, and whoſe citizens were deversificd with ſo any 
various views of the chriſtian religion. 


Tf our gratitude has. been zealouſly NE” warmly mani- [ 


feſted towards thoſe patriots and heroes whoſe ſervices, un- 


der Divine Providence were moſt illuſtrious in vindicating 


our civil rights, and eſtabliſhing our liberties. It ought to 
de no leſs juſt and ſincere in paying a due tribute to thoſe 
who, not only during the revolution, but fince that peri- 
od, have been. moſt zeatons and active in their exertions 
in withſtanding every encroachment on our religious pre- 
vileges . If ſo, I heſitate not to affirm. that Mr. Feffer/on is 
the man to whom the friends of religious ſociety are-more 
indebted than to any other in the United States. Of the 
truth of this I hope to be able to convince the impartial, un- 
prejudiced mind of every reader who will take the trouble 
of examining his documents and the proofs by which they 
are ſupported. 


It is a moſt felicitating circumſtance to every friend to 


true religion a not IF Ga the 19 8 85 ons our Federal Con- 
A 2 1 | 


* 
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ane but alſo the general ſpirit of our r State Conti. 
tutions, breathe a general ſpirit of religious liberty. On 
the enjoyment of this liberty depend the rights of conſei- 
ence, thoſe rights over which none but our God and our 
own minds ought to have any coercive controul. 


Wherever thoſe rights are ſubjected to civil uſurpati- 
on or tyranny, no true religion can proſper or be general - 
ly cheriſhed. To this cauſe, this fatal cauſe may be refer- 
red, in a great meaſure, that degeneracy into which chriſ- 
tianity has ſunk and been degraded through every nation 
of Europe, Its tyrannical and civil Lords or Deſpots, by 
means of their civil power uſurped, alſo a religious pre- 
rogative over the minds and conſciences of their vaſſals; 
preſcribed to them what they fhould believe, and what 
not: eſtabliſhed one e e e ſyſtem and rejected ano- 
ther; preferred this religious denomination and rejected 
that, juſt as it might beſt ſuit their ambitious vieus in op- 
preſſing the people; and i * keeping them enſlaved under 
the galling yoke of not onl by temporal, but ſpiritual bond- 
age. The pretended miniſters of religion not only acquieſ- 
ced in hs Be became the advocates c of the tyranny which 
provided tor their worldly intereſts and ambition; and 
inſtead of maintaining that * Liberty with which Chriſt 
had made them free; “ fold that noble, that divine, reli- 
gious birth-right for a meſs of pottage ; for worldly inter- 


eſts and vain diſtinctions. For mitres, tythes and titles, 


they bartered away the ſacred, divine fights of thoſe, over 
which they ought to have been the faithful watchmen, the 
religious and {piritual guides and guardians. ge 


Any man who will take the pains to trace the hiſtory of 
religion, in every European country where chriſtianity 
has been profeſled ; or even what has been the true ſtate 
of religion in our own country, muſt be conyinced of the 
juſtneis, or truth of theſe obſeryations. 97525 | 


Very early after our glorious revolution, the lame, or 

a ſimilar ruinous ſyſtem of policy reſpecting religion was 
likely to have been introduced into the ſtate of Virginia, 
and had it not been for the patriotic exertions of a Jeffer- 

ſon, at that time in all probability would havę been intro- 
duced—andif it had, who Knows were or when it might 
have ſtopped ? 
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Let thoſe who COU dared to repreſent Mr. INH EY: 
the enemy of religion, conſider this; let them alſo attend 
to the following preamble to the law paſſed at that time by 
the aſſembly of the State of e which law owes 
| its exiſtence t to Mr. Jefferſon. : 


N An A . 

Fr all Ming RELIGIOUS FREEDOM, paſſed i in the 
 £ſembly of Virginia, early in the year 1785: | 
5 Well aware that Almighty God hath created the mind 

free: that all attempts to influence it by temporal pun. 


= iſhments or burdens, or by civil incapacitations, tend 
< only to beget habits of hypocriſy and meanneſs, and are 


* a departure from the plan of the Holy 4whor of our | 


| . religion, who, being Lord of body and wind, yet choſe 
< not to propagate 1 it by coercions on either, as was in his 
e Almighty power to do; that the impious preſumption 
« of Legiſlators and Rulers, civil as well as ecclefiathical, 
« who being themſelves fa lible and uninſpired men, have 
e aſſumed dominion pver the faith of others; ſetting up 
their own opinions and modes of thinking as the only 
- true and infallible, and as ſuch endeavouring to impoſe 
: them on others, have eſtabliſhed and maintained falſe 
< religions over the greateſt part of the world, and through 
all time: that to compel a man to contributions of mo- 
wy © ney for the propagation af opinions which he ditbelieves, 
< is ſinful and tyrannical; that even the forcing him tp | 
£ ſupport this or that teacher of his own religious perſua- 
« ſion, is depriving him of the comfortable liberty of giv- 
6 ing his contributions to the particular paſtor whoſe mor- 
© als he would make his pattern, and whoſe power he feels 
© moſt perſuaſive" to righteouſneſs; and is withdrawing 
from the miniſtry thoſe temporal rewards which, pro- 
< * ceeding from an approbation of their perſonal conduct, 
© are an additional excitement to earneſt and unremitting 
< labours for the inſtruction of mankind ;; that our civil 
* rights have no dependence on our religious opinions; 
more than on our opinions in phyſics or geometry; that 
< therefore the proſcribing any citizen as unwer thy of pub-, 
© be. confidence, by laying upon him an incapacity of be- 
* ing ae to offices of truſt and emolument, unleſs be 


i 


Ten 


64  * profels. or. renounce this or that religious opinion, is is.” 
« priving him injuriouſly of thoſe privileges and advantages 
© to which in common with his fellow citizens, he has a 
© natural right; that it tends alſo to corrupt the principles 
© of that very religion it is meant to encourage, by bribing 
* with a monopoly of worldly honours and emoluments, 


© thoſe who will externally profeſs and conform to it; and 
though indeed, thoſe are criminal who. do nat withſtand 


© ſuch temptation ; yet neither are thoſe innocent who lay 
© the bait in their way; that to ſuffer the civil magiſtrate 
© to intrude his powers into the field, of opinion, and: to 
* reſtrain the profeſſion or propagation. of principles, on 
* ſuppoſition of their ill-tendency, is a dangerous fallacy, 
which at once deſtroys all religious liberty, becauſe he 
* 2 of courſe, judge of that tendency, will make his 
opinions the rule of judgment, and approve or eondemn 
© the ſentiments of others only as they ſhall ſquare with or 
differ from his own ; that it is time enough for-the righe- 
ful purpoſes of civil government, or its officers to inten- 
© fere when principles break out into overt acts againſt 
© peace and good order, and finally, that truth is great 
band will prevail if left to herſelf; that ſhe is the proper 
* and ſuthcient antagoniſt to error, and has nothing to fear 
from the conflict, unleſs by human interpoſition diſarm- 
« ed of her natural weapons, free arguments and debate, 
s errors ceaſing to be dangerous when it is permitted free. 
ly to contradict them.“ 5 


Such is the preamble to that . law 1 gave 


religious liberty and the rights of conſcience to the State 
of Virginia. A law to which, if Mr. Jefferſon may not 
lay an excluſive claim to the merit and honor of being its 
author, it is well known and muſt be evident to every 
cone acquainted with his ſentiments, as expreſſed i in his 
notes on Virginia; that it was framed, adopted and 


paſſed PROGENY by his. . exertions in its fa- 


vour. 


Now where i 18 the publie Aae to which religion, 


even the chriſtian religion, as profeſſed by different deno-— 
minations in theſe ſtates, is more indebted? Has he not 
been uniformly the able advocate of that religious liberty, 
- which every denomination conſiders as its 1 in valuable 
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privilege? We . no concern with the peculiar ed | 
or confeſſion of any public civil character ? It is ſufficient 
for us that he be the determined vindicator of that liber= 


ty which is not only the beſt guardian of true religion, but 


alſo provides and ſecures to us the happineſs of worſhip- 


ing God according to our conſciences without any to 
make us afraid, to tyrannize over our opinions; tb 
trample down that ſacred prerogative conferred on us by 


God; and that happy civil, conſtitution with which, in 


his providence, he hath bleſſed theſe ſtates. 


The friends of this conſtitution they cannot be, - who. 


would deny Mr. Jefferſon, or any other man, liberty of 


_ conſcience in religious matters. That conſtitution has laid 


no penal prohibition from places of the highelt truſt, on 


any man for his opinions on any religious ſubjects. How. 


prepoſterous and abſurd is it then in the invidious oppe- 


nents of Mr. Jefferſon, to be crying up their zeal for the 
government and conſtitution, when they are thus coun- 
teracting the moſt ſalutary and diſtinguiſhed ſpirit which | 


it breathes. 


What would be the conſequences in theſe ſtates, were 


each religious denomination oppoſed to every candidate 
for the preſidency, who did not come up to a R 
ence wifh their religious opinions? | 


Even on the ſuppoſition, then, that there exiſted any 


Juſt foundation for the raſh unatteſted innuendoes which 
ſome partizans throw out againſt Mr. Jefferſon, reſpecting 
religion, it is directly contrary to our conſtitutional pre- 
rogative, and inimical to the genuine ſpirit of that religi- 
ous liberty, which we hold as not the leaſt valuable fruit 
of our happy and glorious revolution. 

But the truth is, We have too many among us who are 


enemies to religious liberty; even eccleſiaſtics we have, 


and thoſe not a few, who had they the golden fleece of tem- 
porals, would not much careif the wolves of tyranny and 
deſpotiſm had the flock ; Men, who are panting after 
church prerogatives and eccleſiaſtical diſtinction. They 
and their adhcrents, ſome through deluſion and others 
through deſign, it may be expected would be oppoſed to 
bim, who has been uniformly oppoſed to their temporal 
pride and ambition; founded on the oppreſſion rather 
than the inſtruction of the Wen Hor 
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to that fort of elerical influence waich ariſes rather from 


4 : 


| | | : worldly or ſecular digntties, and titled preſumption, than 8 


the real conſciouſneſs of acquired and exemplary, worth, 


dr paſtoral care and diligence...  ._ 


I To this.conſideration may be affigned that hue and cry; 
and a moſt anti-American unconſtitutional one it is, that 
has been raiſed againſt Mr. Jefferſon on the ſcore of reli- 


| The very conduct which onght to immortalize his name 
among the friends of genuine chriſtianity ; among the 
friends to religious toleration of every denomination ; a- 
mong all tke lovers of the goſpel unaſſociated with and 
unſhackled by civil tyranny, that very conduct has by 
theſe men and theſe deluded by their/ influence, been 
made theground of their fallacious and unjuſtifiable oppo- 


5 ſition to Mr. Jefferſon's election. 


His arguments, irrefiltibly perl aſive arguments, in fa- 
vour of religious liberty; his obſervations on the dange- 
Tous abſurd tendency of civil or legiſlative interpoſition reſ- 
pecting religious opinions we may preſume, had no little 
influence in inſpiring the framers of our excellent Federal 
_ Conſtitution with a juſt ſenſe of its importance, and conſe- 
quently in adopting it as one of its moſt deſtinguiſhed 
Principles. Let, how have thoſe obſervations and argu- 
ments heen abuſed and perverted to diſcredit their author? 
_ Becauſe, in his Notes on Virginia, he has ſhewn in ſtrong 
terms that men who embrace the greateſt extremes of 
contradittion in their religious creeds ;—even. thbſe who 
delieve ina Trinity, and thoſe who do not—or thoſe who 
believe in one God or thoſe who believe in a plurality, may, 
notwithſtanding, live together in civil and ſocial harmony 
and happineſs, theſe deſigning ambitious ſophiſts and par- 
_ tizanshaveattempted-to giveit the worſt poſſible colouring. 
They forget that our excellent conſtitution ſays, tho? in-0- 
cer words, the very ſame thing. They do not conſider that 
thoſe very ſentiments which Mr. Jefferſon has there ex- 
preſſed, ate adopted in their fulleſt ſcope and' ſpirit in our 
national conſtitution. And conſequently that inſtead of 
Mr. Jefferſon being vilified or reviled on account of them, 
he oughtto beſo much the more honoured by every man, 
who regards what that conſtitution breathes, teaches and 
inculcates, civil or religious; by every man who it proud 
of the civil and religious privileges of an American. 


* 


5 
from conſtituting the moſt numerous or reſpectable body 
of the inhabitants? Although our ſtate conſtitution pro- 
vides againſt this and every proud uſurpation of a like na- 
ture; although it ſanctions no civil mark of diſtinction, 
eſpecially of a local nature, which evidently muſt tend to 
give the clergy of our denomination, a ſort of titular and 
local pre- eminence over thoſe of another; yet we find 
that all this our legiſlature, ſince the revolution, has 
done ;— and in doing ſo, has conſequently, ſo far, con- 
formed to that old, rotten, corrupt and deſpicable ſyſtem, 
by which the chriſtian faith, in thechands of civil deſpots 
has been degraded into an engine of ſtate policy ; has 
been exhibited to the diſguſted view of every lover of 
chriſtianity in its genuine ſimplicity, as the over-grown 
bloated monſter of temporal and ſpiritual tyranny and u- 
ſurpation. ee „ 
Now, have we not wanted the abilities of a Jefferſon in 

this ſtate? Have we not wanted his patriotic ſervices and 
exertions in behalf of that religious liberty we enjoy by 
the conſtitution of Maryland ;—that exemption from le- 
giſlative preference or partiality againſt which it was in- 
tended to guard us ; but which we ſee has been pervert- 
edand abuſed? And may we not aſk why has this taken 
place in a ſtate in which we conſidered our civil and reli, 
gious rights ſo well guaranteed by the conſtitution ? Why 
— becauſe no friend to the rights of conſcience—no advo- 
cate for our religious liberties and the genuine ſpirit of 
chriſtianity, no enemy to legiſlative interpoſition and par- 
tiality of equal talents and patriotiſm to a Jefferſon; aroſe 
among us to withſtand this preſumptuous inlet to religi- 
ous corruption and ſpiritual oppreſſion. 1 

Have the inhabitants of this ſtate ſo ſoon forgotten the 
tyranny and abuſe, the injuries and inſults they ſuffered 
from the proud prieſts of the Britiſh hierarchy ? have they 
ſo ſoon forgotten thepart which thoſe favoriteſons of civil 
power, ever the uniform advocates of political ariſtocra- 
cy, acted during the revolution? I ſay have the inhabitants 
of this ſtate of every religious denominacion, ſo far for- 
gotten this as to abuſe that character for want of religion, 
whoſe patriotic principles and exertions baniſhed the hungry 
proud ſwarm from our coaſts, and whoſe unwearied ſer- 
vices have allo been moſt . conſpicuous in endeavouring 


„ 
to prevent a new hive of our own rearing, armed with - 
ſimilar ſtings, from ſwarming under the unconſtitution- 
al ſunſhine of legiſlative td and favour. | 
Citizens of America-! of all religious denominations, 
beware of interfering with the religion of any man conſi- 
dered as a candidate for any office your ſuffrages can con- 
fer. You know not to what conſequences, ſuch conduct, 
ſo contemptuous of our conſtitution, may tend. 

Ye honeſt and patriotic Roman Catholics ! Remember 
that it is not a revolution of many years, ſince you were 
denied the full and free rights of conſcience in theſe ſtates 
Reflect that it is not long ſince you durſt not rear a 
decent chapel in theſe lands for that religion you profeſs. 
Reflect how your anceſtors were driven either from 
England, on account of what Mr. Jefferſon has contend- 
ed againſt in this country, namely, the interference of 
the legiſlature with the rights of conſcience ;—or out of 
Ireland, by thoſe ſanguinary and penal codes, to which 
on account of your religion you were doomed by the in- 
tolerant ſpirit of proud eccleſiaſtics, who were ſanction- 
ed by a temporal deſpot as head of ike church. Recall 
to mind the bloodthed, ſufferings and perſecutions of 
your catholic anceſtry in England and in Ireland efpecial- 
.ly—enſflaved, deprefled, degraded and trampled upon, 
merely on account of their religion ; and being deprived 
of every civil and religious right, that can dignify the 
name of man or citizen; — And then reſolve whether you 
can, poſſibly, join in oppoſing the man on account of 
religion, who has moſt ably laboured throughout life, 
that you might enjoy the free exerciſe of your's. You 
join in politics with men who ardently pray for the land 
of your anceſtor's, being deſolated by Britiſh vengeance ; 
her inhabitants butchered with wanton cruelty, be- 
cauſe they have dared to oppoſe that monſtrous combina- 
tion of civil and prelatic power, under which they had 
tor centuries groaned ;—And you reject a'Jefferſon whoſe 
ſervices have eminently tended to preſerve you and your 
religion from a ſimilar yoke here! and who alſo has uni- 
tormly ſympathiſed with your opprefled, degraded and in- 
jured brethren over the Britiſh dominions. Beware, then, 
of allowing religious feuds, prejudices or partialities to 
wingle themſelves with your civil rights; with your free 


E * 


unbiaſſed exerciſe of the rights of ſuffrage ; ; which our 


conſtitution informs us, has nothing to do with any man's. 


religion. Would you be ſatisfied that any man ſhould be 
ejected from a public truſt, or office, merely on account 
af his being a Catholic ? K you would not, then be not ac- 
tuated by a like principle towards theirs ; more eſpecial- 
ly towards a man who has ever been the ableand zealous 
patron of religious liberty. 

Ye honeſt and patriotic members of the Proteſtant E- 
piſcopal Church! has not Mr. Jefferſon been educated in, 
in the beſt principles of that church in which you 
believe? are you not alſo impreſſed with the importance 
of religious liberty to a free independent commonwealth, 
where there are ſo many various denominations z : and a- 
mong which you, by no means conſtitute the largeſt, or 
moſt numerous body, taking all the ſtates into view. Have 
your clergy at any ere of your church-hiſtory in, 
. theſe ſtates, been more worthy your ſupport, as faithtul 

__ paſtors, than ſince they received leaſt of legiſlative patro- 
nage and ſupport? Do you think that their being taught 
to look to the ſtate and not to you for their temporal boon, 
would make them more faithful in their duty to you? 
Do you think it conſtitutional in the ftate legiſlature to 
arm them with laws to inflidt fines or penalties on you? 

Will it tend to make them better men ; or you better chriſ- 


tans? J am ſure you are neither fo weak nor ſo wicked as to; 


believe ſo. Should a contracted or bigoted policy influ- 
ence the legiſlature of this ſtate, contrary to its conſtituti- 
on, by ſuch laws as that of the Vzsray- Aa, to give 
your clergymen a local conſequence and ſuperiority, 
to the clergy of other denominations, interſperſed a- 
mong them in every pariſh over the ſtate, may not this 
lead to retaliation by other ſtates in the union where you 
are not the moſt reſpectable in numbers ;—and thus tend 
not to promote ; but to check that chiſtian benevolence 
and harmony which every where ought to ſubſiſt among 
the miniſters of religion of all denominations? © 
If you be ſenſible ef theſe truths, then refle& on the 
8 ſervices of a Jefferſon in the cauſe of religious li- 
erty. It is he who has taken the lead in reducing your 
church, in theſe ſtates to its primitive ſimplicity and inde- . 
N pendence on civil power and to that condition which is 
beſt calculated to enable 42 and Your poſterity to enjoF 


on Tm 1 


Wi 


the 3 improvements of its. beſt 1 and 8 
trines, without ſeeing it the degraded, corrupted tool of 
civil tyranny & oppreſſion. You mult be blind to all thoſe 
' moſt intereſting and important advantages, if you are not 


gratefull y ſenſible of what Mr. Jefferſon has done for your 
church in particular, and religion in general, in theſe ref- > 


pets, even ſince the revolution. 
Ye zealous and piouſly patriotic members of the Me- 
thodiſt Churches ? ye, too, are intereſted in keeping po- 


litical and religious influenceapart. It is not poſſible that 


you can approve any ſuch monſtrous marriage any 
uch unnatural union. Are ye not a reformed Progeny ; 


Quan infant church that may be ſaid to have ariſen from 


4 


the effects of that corrupting combination? Was it not 


from this heterogeneous union of civil and religious power, 
that all that degeneracy took place which occaſioned a 


Wesley, and all your moſt pious and able founders to leave 


the infectious boſom of old mother church eſtabliſhment, 


and adopt a leſs corrupt and more pious ſyſtem ? Tf then, 
you be ſenſible of this truth; if you have experienced in 


your ſucceſs the happy effects of religious liberty; if it has 


been the means of enabling you, under the diſpenſations _ 


of Providence, to accomplith the reformation of thou- 
ſands and tens of thouſands of thoſe previouſly given over 
to an abandoned and profligate life; — will you not cheriſh 
a ſuitable tribute of gratitude to that patriot who has la- 
boured through life, to prevent that degeneracy in reli- 
gion which every where muſt ariſe from a combination be- 
tween legiſlators or civil governments—and thoſe proud 


_ prieſts who ſeek to baſk under their ſunſhine rather 


than that reſpeQability which is derived alone from the a- 
ble and faithful diſcharge of their duty in the churches ? 
Surely you can never approve of baſely calummating that 
character to whoſe exemplary exertions in the cauſe of ro- 
pa liberty, yours as much as any other denomination 
chriſtians is ſo much indebted. | 
Ye who bear the deſignation of the pious and chriſtian 
Friends! Are ye not alſo grateful for any ſervice, howe- 
ver ſmall, inſucha conſe? How many of your ſociety are 


fcattered over the various ſtates in the Union? Would' 


you wiſh to ſee them as they are in England puniſhed and 
perſecuted for conſcience- lake! ? In Virginia, ef pectally, 
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has nota eden been che able 8 of their religious 


rights? Has he not by the law, here introduced to your 
notice, been the inſtrument, under Providence, of ſecur- 
ing to them the rights of conſcience, free from the penal- 
ty of being ſubjected to any undue pre-eminence in other 
denominations ? And are you inſenſible of thoſe ſervices? 
No, you cannot be; your hearts bleed toe feelingly for 
the hundreds of your ſuffering ſociety that in the Engliſh 
dominions, and other eſtabliſhed hierarchies ; under an 
intolerant bench of ſpiritual Lords over God's heritage, 
are configned frequently to the gloomy dungeon, for con- 
| Terence-ſgke. | 
I fay, my pious Friends! your hearts, bleed too feeling- 5 
Iy for their ſufferings and oppreſſion; their fines and im- 
priſonments, not to be duly grateful to the man, who in 
this country, more than any other public character, has 
directly oppoſed a ſimilar ſyltem being adopted in Virginia, 
and probably from i its example, in other ſtates of the U- 
nion. A 
Independent of theſe Gent herein ſo near to your 
feelings and principles, you muſt, you cannot but ap- 
prove of that hatred to ſlavery in every point of. view; to 
that tyranny and oppreſſion, of every ſpecies; that phi- 
lanthropy and benevolence towards man in every ſtate and 
under every deſignation for which the life of a Jzrrzr80N 
is ſo exemplary and uniformly illuſtrious. In the ſilence, 
the calm peaceful ſilence of your own breaſts, impartially 
weigh and reflect what is due from you and from Ameri- 
ca, to ſuch a character; and I have no fear but you will 
reduce it to practice in your conduct. 
57 "TE various, patriotic and pious members of theReform- 
ed Churches in America, by whatever name deſignated by 
men. Whether Pretbyterians, Baptiſts, Secedars, or 
Coyenantors—Some of you in thoſe very deſignations, 
thew, what you have ſuffered from court-perſecution, and 
the idolized Dagon of Prelacy, and church eſtabliſhment. 
It has been the boaſt of your greateſt worthies, and long 
and reſpectable is their honoured liſt ;—that they bled in 
the cauſe of religious freedom, in oppoſition to the bloody 
and perſecuting ſpirit of proud hierarchy and religious 
natural eſtabliſhments 2 the encroachments and nmbanon 
of titled eccleſraltics, 
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As you revere that glorious anceſtry who were ni + he 


in this cauſe ; as you value the divine advantages f 
religious liberty and the rights of . conſcience to you | 

and your poſterity, you will venerate the man, who of all 
the great political characters in this country next to a 
Waſhington, has moſt uniformly vindicated and ably aſ- 
ſerted the equal conſtitutional claim of all religious deno- 


minations, in theſe ſtates, to religious liberty. 6 


If any of your elergy be ſo ignorant of this, or ſo vain 
<A one preſident being of their denomination, as to declaim 
| againſt one of any other, refle& on the conſequences of ſo 
narrow, illiberal and unconſtitutional a principle. Let no 
ſuch bigotry diſgrace. your conduct or patriotiſm. No 


5 political character, exiſting i in theſe ſtates, at this moment, 


has done as much in favour of that form of eccleſiaſtic 
or church government which you approve, as Mr. Jeffer- 
ſon ;—none who has ſo illuſtriouſſy oppoſed the firſt in- 
roads of ecclefiaſtic encroachment. For this it is that he 
has incurred the odium of ſpiritual tyrants of all religious 
denominations. For this it is that he is ſo obnoxious to 
every clerical high-toned churchman, who with the cha- 
racter and ambition of a Biſhop Sharpe, has beenſecking to 
reduce this ſtate in particular to the old yoke of eccleſia- 
ſtical bondage; and will you join in the fouhmouthed cry 
of foreign breathed bigotry, and unconſtitutional calumny. 0 
O let it nut be ſaid amidſt the aſſemblies of the people 
Name it not in the congregations of the friends of religious 
liberty. 

Men of every religious perſuaſion ! weigh | in your own 
candid minds theſe admonitory hints. Try then by the 
ſtandard of truth and the principles of our conſtitution., 
None of you can hold in greater abhorrence all religious 
licencioutſneſs ;—all infidelity in principle or in practice 


than the writer of theſe ſtrictures. Were I not convinced 


that all theclamour and calumny againſt Mr. Jefferſon on 
account of religion is mere electioneering impoſition, I 
would be. as far from attempting his Vindication as any 
of you can be. Let then theſe obſervations have their due 
weight, and I venture to pronounce that every honeſt and 
candid mind will join with me in opinion. My conviction 

is founded on the facts here ſubmitted to your attention. 
Read the Vertry Act paſſed by the legiſlature of this ſtatein 
0790, and —* for yourſelves. Contraſt this unjuſt, 
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Partial and e act, with hk excellent; and 1 
may add pious preamble to che Virginia act, on the ſubje& 
of religion, and ſay whether your own legiſlature, or Mr. 
Jefferſon from whoſe diſtinguiſhed. pen proceeded that act, 
have been the belt friends to religious liberty : which of 
them breathes a ſpirit moſt conſonant with the various civit 
and religious intexeſis of the inhabitants of this and all the 
other ſtates in the union. 
No doubt need exiſt of the Virginia 28, here brought 
into view, having been drawn up by Mr. Jefferſon. At- 
- teſtations to this effect could eaſily be procured if neceffary. 


Along with this confider that the greater part of thoſe men 


who make the greateſt out- cry againſt him on account of 
of religion ; live, themſelyes the Fife of atheiſts—and give 
little, if any countenance to the ſupport of the chriſtian re- 
ügion and the cauſe of general piety. They ſeek, in my 
opinion» wickedly ſeek, in the very face of the conſtituti- 
on of the United States, to make religion what it is in En- 
gland, a ſtate tool, by which they hypocritically impoſe on 
ſuch of the unſuſpecting part ofthe community as have 
moſt piety and religion at heart. 
When ſuch men ſpeak of any of you, of any denomi- 
nation, who are truly pious or religious, they pronounce 
you bigoted enthuſiaſts, fanatical puritants and hypocrites; + 
and that merely becauſe you maniteſt ſome regard for the 
worſhip of God ; while at the ſame time theyhave the im- 
pudence to impoſe upon you and the publicby a pretended 
zea) for religion, when they think this may ſuit ſome am- 
bitious party purpoſe, and heſitate not to calumniate a 
character dignified with the vice preſidency of the Unit- 
ed States who even on the ſr.ppoſition that their infamous 
charge on account of religion was true, would hardly be 
reduced to the ſame grade of guilt, in that reſpect, wich 
his ſcandalous revilers. 

Will any man of ſenſe or virtue pretend to vindicate 
ſuch conduct? Surely they cannot; it can only be dictated 
by the moſt malignant ſpirit of party- animoſity, and ought 
to be beneath men of any ſenſe of honour, even e 
they had no regard for religion. 

Obliged to relinquiſh the infamous charge of 4zhei 72 
they next attack Mr. Jefferſon's character with that of 
| Bf ms or in other words that he rejects the ſcriptfires ac 
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A divine revelation. But lar us examine 1 hab BS 
this calumny be not equally groundleſs as the former. In 
various parts of that gentleman's publications we find him 
_ expreſs himſelf in the moſt reſpectful manner of God ang 
his holy religion. In partigular in his notes on Virginia, ge 
ſpeaks of the divine perfections & attributes, in a manner 
and ftyle which could only be derived from his acqudain- 
tance with, and belief in the word of God. The greateſtt 
5 philoſophers that ever lived in the world, Ariſtotle Socrates, 
Plato or Cicero among the ancients, and even the moſt illus. 


trious among the modern men, were never able to attain any 


Juſt ideas of the Divine Being, but ſuch as they derived from 
a knowledge of the Divine Revelation. When Mr. Jeffer- 
ſon, then, ſpeaks of all the glorious attributes of the Deity, -. 
his infinite juſtice, goodneſs and wiſdom ; tell me, ye who _ 
dare to ſay that he has no religion, whence he derived 
| thoſe ideas, but from divine revelation? Theſe ſentiments _ 
of God and religion could, I fay, have been derivEd only E 


from his knowledge of the ſcriptures. 


The avowed and publiſhed declarations Mr. Jefferſon i : TT 
has made in favour of revealed religion are various; and _ * 
to be found almoſt in every publication. of importance „ 


N that has come from his pen. 


'Is there an American ignorant of the Declaration of A- | 
merica*s Independence ; & to whom it owes its igang ſtyle by 


and ſentiments, equally pious and patriotic ? 


This ever memorable Inſtrument which ought to be 


indelibly engraven on every heart, in its introduction i is 
as follows: - 


When in the courſe of human event, it N ne- 
18 ceſſary for one people to diſſolve the political bands 


< which have connected them with another, and to aſ- 


cc + ſume among the powers of the earth the ſeparate and _ 
al ſtation to which the Laws of nature, and of Na- 
cc TURE? s Gop entitled them, a decent reſpect - to the- 


<< opinions of mankind requires that they ſhould declare 


<< the cauſes which impel them to the ſeparation.” N 


«© We hold theſe truths to be ſelf evident, that all men 


<« are created equal; that they are endowed by their Car- 85 


* ATOR-with certain unalienable rights, &c.“ 


When we read ſuch wes as the above; ; when i in N 
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the ſolemn accents of as folemn a tranſaQion as is in the 
power of agreat people to perform, we find every thing to 
them that is dear and ſacred founded on the Laws and 

_ conſequently the will of GOD---How illiberal, how pre- 


. ſumptuous is it in any of that people to ſay that the au- 


tor denied thoſe laws of that revealed will of God? 


Where we find, even our temporal rights and privileges 
as alſo our bodily or mental endowments aſſigned to the 
great CREA Ton, is it charitable; is it hberal; is it like 
chriſtians, to fay that the author of ſuch ſentiments. is a 
man who denies his Creator exiſtence; the immortality 


of the human ſoul—and all the ſoul- exalting doctrines of 


religion? Whatever party, or 2 men are ſo mean as 
to ſtoop to ſuch defamation of character; - ſuch proſtitu- 
tion of truth; - ſuch ungenerous oppr bium; inſtead of 


fſhewing you, my fellow. citizens, that Mr. IETER SON, 


the author of the preceding ſentiments, in that bleſſed, 
that pious, that hallowed inſtrument, that ſeparated your 
necks from the tyrant's yoke ; I ſay, the men who wo uld 

charge religious infidelity on the author of ſuch ſentiments, 

only ſhew you that they themſelves are deſtitute of religi « 
on ; are devoid of every ennobling principle .of religion 
that chriſtianity inculcates. 3; er ws 
To have no charity for our neighbour's or fellow-citi- 
zen's name or fame; to perſecute, ſlander and revile on no 
better proof than mere preſumption, is directly oppoſite to 
the moſt amiable and divine dictates of that religion we 


- _ profeſs---but when this is cheriſhed towards a man, whoſe 


may add, irreligion of ſuch conduct. 


whole life, it may be ſaid, has been zealouſly, ably and 
faithfully devoted to the maintaining the civil and religious 
rights of his country---language is at a loſs for ſuitable e- 
poithets to expreſs 8 cruelty, barbariſm, and I 
But another proof of his regard for the word of God, 
and its being encouraged and patroniſed by ſuch public 
and patriotic charaQers as thoſe who hold the chiet place 
in the government of the United States, we find in his 
_ ſubſcribing, ſome time fince, to the moſt expenſive and 
bandtome edition of the word of God ever publiſhed in 
tl eſe ſtates. I allude to the Hot-Preſs Bible publiſhed at 
Philadelphia; a work, which in every point bf view, does 


— 


have patroniſed it. 


Now, notwithſtanding all the noiſe that the opponents _ | 
to Mr. Jefferſon make about his want of religion, we find 
his honoured name in the liſt of its patrons, while many © 
of thoſe whoſe pretended ſuperior regard to religion and 
its encouragement, are not to be found there. Thus it is, 
that, for eleQioneering purpoſes we find many who, pro- 
bably, never had a bible in their families, crying out a- 
gainſt Mr. Jefferſon for denying the ſacred volume, although 
we find him its public patron, introducing it, in its moſt 
reſpectable appearance, to his family; and thus giving 
the moſt dignified countenance and ſvpport to the moſt 
valuable edition of the ſcriptures ever publiſhed in Am- 


rig 


Citizens of the United States, in general, and of Mary- 
land in particular, whatever may be your religious creed, 

rofeſſion or denomination—conſider well what has been 
here, in truth and fincerity, ſubmitted to your attention. 


Proofs of all here advanced, are eaſy to be attained, 


they are in the hands of the public; and no man of in- 
formation whoſe face has not been hardened by want of 
principle can deny them; if ſo, you can have nothing to 
fear from Mr. Jefferſon's want of regard fo religion on 
the free exerciſe of it by thoſe of every church or denomi. 


1 


nation. 


Has he ever undertaken any office for his country, that 


he has not fulfilled with honour and approbation—for 
which he has not received his country's thanks. What 
man ever more fully and fincerely enjoyed the confidence 


of a Waſhington than Mr. Jefferſon; has he not ſingled him 


out for particular truſts and offices of importance, from a- 


among his co-patriots of the higheſt merit? Can you then 
for a moment ſuppoſe, that this long tried patriot through 
the worſt and beſt of times ſay can you poſſibly ſuppoſe 


that this man of untarniſhed fame and merit, after all he 


has voluntarily done, in behalf of religious liberty, when 
the zeal of other patriots was either cold. or at beſt 85 
luke warm on the ſubject, would be leſs attentive to the 
ſacred religious rights of his fellow citizens, when elevat- 
ed by their ſuffrages to the preſidency of theſe ſtates? 


Ca 


honor to the editors, and All the friends of religion wboo 
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1 che attention off from where the real danger lies. 
Thus, while many of our ſtate patriots are thundering 
out anathemas againſt Mr. Jefferſon on the ſcore of reli- 

gion: They themſelves have late ly been ſappiuig the very 
conſtitutional foundation of our religious rights; have 
enacted laws that give an evident ſuperiority to a particu- 


+ 


and in violation alſo of that equal claim to reſpectabili- | 
ty in fociety, which every religious denothination-in Ma- 
ryland ought to enjoy, in as far, eſpecially, as any local di- 


on whoie invaluable head the hordes of Britiſh babari- 
ans had ſet more than an ordinary price. 
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The ſuppoſition is too prepoſterous and ud be ho” 


calculated upon by any principles of truth or candour. 
It is the province of mere clamour and falſe alarm to 


lar denomination, or at leaſt to its clergy, in open vio- 


lation of the ſtate conſtitution; of the individual or per- 


ſonal rights of the members of that church themſelves ; 


viſion into pariſhes can confer or ſecure that claim. 


This may ſerve to ſhew you how much depends on 


*% 


the men you chooſe to repreſent you in the ſtate aſſembly ; 


ſhould the future perſevere in the ſame partial policy that 
ſome of the ſtate legiſlatures have done; experience ſhews | 
l yoy, 1 hope that your religious liberty has infinitely more 
to 


ear from them than from Mr. Jefferſon. 


for your civil and religious rights ; rights which if you do 


our duty, your conſtitution ſecures to you againſt every. | 
inroad, you will give theſe obſervations your candid at- 
tention ; you will not be cajoled into the baſe office of 


defaming a character which, for more than twenty-five 
years has borne a diſtinguiſhed ſhare in the ſervices and 


Councils of his country; who has for you braved dan- 
ger in various forms Whoſe perſon, on account of his 


incorruptible and ſtern patriotiſm has ever been moſt 


Freemen of Maryland! If you have then any regard = 


inimical to the tyrants who ſought' to put you under 


the yoke of both civil and religious bondage and oppreſ- 
lion —whoſe property, or at teaſt all of it that the flames 


could defiroy—his houſes, furniture, ſtock, fences, &c. 
&c. were conſigned to one general conflagration ; and 


It to ſuch a character you want gratitude—lf for fc 


2 man you have nothing better than vile calumny, and 


tow Hloctioncering: abuſe and ſcurrility, J heſitate not to 


y 
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| Pasted that you 7 I are neither entitled. to 


the name of men, nor Americans; and far leſs harre 
you any well founded pretenſion to the bs ch.! 


racter of the ſincere chriſtian. 
Americans! think then on this ſubject; and after all, ; 


ſhould any of you be led to judge any other man in „ 
theſe ſtates better entitled by merit and paſt ſervices to 


the preſidency act like men, and not like mean, cajol- 
ed, daſtardly ſlaves act like yourſelves---and dare to be 


independent of every overbearing, tyrannical, ambitious , 


party ſpirit. | 
Let every character every patriot; whether an Adam 


or a Jefferſon, candidly have their due; ; rob them not of 


any claim, any well won claim to their, country's con- 
fidence and approbation. Nothing extenuate ;—and {till 
| leſs ſet down againſt them in ſlander or malice. But, 
above all, defcend not to the low electioneering artifice 
of holding up to public odium againſt any candidate, any 
charge, on account of which, even if authenticated, our 
national conſtitution has laid no prohibitory excluſion 


from any place of truſt or emolument 1 in the power of your 


ſuffrages to confer. 
Should theſe few ſtrickures aſſiſt in leading any of you, 5 
who have been miſinformed, to a better underſtanding of 
what has been their ſubject and if they ſhould in any 
degree, have tended on an impartial, candid peruſal, to 
ſet aſide what the writer conſiders a very unjuſt and un- 


conſtitutional ſtab at the character of a man who has, 


from youth up to hoary years, been employed in his coun- 
try's moſt honourable ſervice, I ſhall think the hour I have 
devoted to the purpoſe one of the happieſt and beſt ſpent . 


in all my life; —and I would fondly hope not altogether 


unintereſting or unſer viceable to my Fellow. Citizens, of | 
every religious generate, 5 


4 Friend to real Religion, th 


* 
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